Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 32, line 15, 
with the following rewritten paragraph: 



— The structure of the ultrasonic motor 3 will now 
be described. — 



/in the CLAIMS ; 

✓Cancel non-elected claims 5-20 without prejudice or 
admission and subject to applicants' right to file a 
continuing application to pursue the subject matter of the 
non-elected claims. 

Kindly amend claims 1-4 as follows: 



1. (Twice Amended) A piezcfelectric actuator 
comprising: a plurality of stacked piezoelectric elements for 
undergoing expansion/ contracty^n movement to vibrationally 
drive the piezoelectric elements in a preselected mode of 
vibration in accordance With a driving signal applied thereto, 
at least one of the piezoelectric elements having a thickness 
which differs from /that of at least one of the other 
piezoelectric el^ents in accordance with the preselected mode 
of vibration, 



2. (Twice Amenj 
according to claim 1; f 




piezoelectric actuator 
comprising driving means for 
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inputting a driving signal to 
generate a driving force for 
piezoelectric elements in the 
wherein the plurality of pie2 
first group of piezoelectric 
of the piezoelectric actuator 



the piezoelectric elements to 
expanding/contracting the 

preselected mode of vibration; 
oelectric elements comprise a 
elements disposed at a first side 
and a second group of 



piezoelectric elements dispo£;ed at a second side of the 
piezoelectric actuator whi<5h undergoes less 

expansion/contraction mc^emeJit tha?i the first side, one of the 
piezoelectric elements/ in thi- first group having a thickness 
smaller than that of L piezoelectric element in the second 



generate a driving force foi 
piezoelectric elements to v:. 



group . 

A piezoel^tric actuator 
according to claim 1; further comprising driving means for 
inputting a driving signal to the piezoelectric elements to 

expanding/ contracting the 
brationally drive the 



piezoelectric elements in tie preselected mode of vibration; 
wherein at least two of the piezoelectric elements generate 
vibrations in the same direction. 

4 . (Twice Amendec ) A piezoelectric actuator 
according to claim 1; further comprising an output section for 
undergoing movement in response to expansion/contraction 
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3 



5 



movement of the piezoelectric/elements in the preselected mode 
of vibration; wherein thfe piezoelectric elements are stacked 
in a direction parallel ^fr-feitgoutput section. 



Kindly add the following new claims 21-28 

21. A piezoelectrid actuator according to claim 1; 
further comprising driving melns for inputting a driving 
signal to the piezoelectric elements to generate a driving 
force for expanding/ contract Jng the piezoelectric elements in 
a stacking direction of the piezoelectric elements. 

22. An ultrason>ej-TfrDtor comprising: a piezoelectric 
actuator according to ca^im/l; and! a vibrator connected to the 
piezoelectric actuate/ to uhdergo vibration in response to 
vibration of the piez/oelectiric elements. 

23. An ult\^asonp.c motor according to claim 2 2; 
wherein the vibrator ha^^>^«J;liieklTess equal to that of the 
piezoelectric actuator. 

24. An ultrascLic motor comprising: a piezoelectric 
actuator comprised of a plurality of stacked piezoelectric 
elements for undergoing Expansion/ contraction movement to 
vibrationally drive the piezoelectric elements in a 
preselected mode of vibJation in accordance with a driving 
signal applied thereto, (at least one of the piezoelectric 
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elements having a thickness wiich differs from that of at 



least one of the other piezoe 
with the preselected mode of 
producing a drive signal for 



Lectric elements in accordance 
s^ibration; a drive circuit for 
^ibrationally driving the 
piezoelectric elements; a vibrator for undergoing vibration in 
response to vibration of the Piezoelectric elements; and a 
rotor in contact with the vibrator to undergo movement in 



response to vibration of th^ 

25. An ultrasonic ir 
wherein the vibrator haf a thi 
piezoelectric actuator. 



26. A piezoelec 
group of stacked piezoelectric 



otor according to claim 24; 
ckness equal to that of the 



r6tuator comprising: a first 
elements for undergoing 



contraction movement to vibrat ionally drive the piezoelectric 
elements of the first group in a preselected mode of vibration 
in accordance with a voltage epplied thereto, at least one of 
the piezoelectric elements in the first group having a 
thickness which is greater than that of at least one of the 
other piezoelectric elements in the first group in accordance 
with the preselected mode of vibration; and a second group of 



stacked piezoelectric elementis 
piezoelectric elements and fo:: 



to vibrationally drive the pi(izoelectric elements of the 



stacked with the first group of 
undergoing expansion movement 
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second group in the preselected mode of vibration in 
accordance with a voltage applied thereto, at least one of the 
piezoelectric elements in the. second group having a thickness 
which is greater than that oj at least one of the other 
piezoelectric elements in th€ second group in accordance with 
the preselected mode of vibration, 

27. A piezoelectric actuator according to claim 26; 



further comprising voltage 
voltage to the first and ^eco^d grc 



means for applying a 
aps of piezoelectric 



elements to undergo contraction movement and expansion 



movement, respectively, /the v 
applying the same voltage to 
elements in the first slxv^ sec 
one piezoelectric element in 



oltage applying means 
each of the piezoelectric 
ond qrpH^ so that the at least 
e first group having the 



greater thickness undergoes less contraction movement than the 
other piezoelectric elements in the first group, and so that 
the at least one piezoelectric element in the second group 
having the greater thickness undergoes less expansion movement 
than the other piezoelectric elements in the second group. 



28. An electronic 
piezoelectric actuator compr 
piezoelectric elements for 
movement to vibrational ly dr 



apparatus comprising: a 
Lsed of a plurality of stacked 
u idergoing expansion/contraction 
ve the piezoelectric elements in 
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